Anomalous junction of pancreaticobiliary duct without congenital choledochal cyst: a possible risk factor for gallbladder cancer.
Among 1586 patients subjected to endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography, an anomalous junction of the pancreaticobiliary duct (AJPB) was found in 24 patients (1.5%). Eighteen of the 24 had an associated congenital choledochal cyst, and six did not. Four of these six patients (66.7%) had gallbladder cancer. A clinicopathological study was performed on these four and 43 such cases reported in the literature. The diagnosis of AJPB was made by direct cholangiography. Median age of these 47 (53.5 yr) was younger than those without AJPB. The length of the common channel ranged from 15 to 53 mm. The pancreatic-biliary type junction was present in 36 of 39 cases (92.3%). Gallstones were present in 7 of 40 (17.5%). Levels of amylase in bile were high in 10 of 11. Presence of AJPB without congenital choledochal cyst may be a high risk factor in gallbladder cancer; hence prophylactic cholecystectomy should be considered for patients with AJPB, without congenital choledochal cyst.